
SG5.12.19 “Why do Bad Things Happen to Good People” Gen 32:24-30 

We have wrestled with this question many times. The term for it “Theodicy”. It comes from two Greek 

words, “Theos” meaning God and “Dika” meaning righteousness. The basic questions is this: “If God is all 

powerful, all knowing, and all loving, then why would God allow bad things to happen to good people?” 

This questions attempts to reconcile one’s experience with the world and one’s beliefs about God.  

 

One of the most famous attempts at answering this question was a book by Rabbi Harold Kushner, 

“When bad Things Happen to Good People”. His conclusion was that God must not be all powerful but 

was indeed all loving and all knowing.  What do you make of Kushner’s conclusion? 

 

Trevor’s outlines three premises that can be found in scripture: 

1) God gave dominion over the earth to human beings.  

2) Humans are given free-will to act upon the world and ourselves  

3) We have a bent towards our self, a distortion of the way we were originally meant to live  

Would you add anything to these 3?  

 

Of the various types of Evil, (Moral, Natural, Sickness/Death), God doesn’t intervene because doing so 

would violate our Free Will and reduce humans to either puppets animals. Further, if God created the 

universe and the systems that now govern it (gravity, evolution, etc.) then stepping in to prevent 

disasters would violate the laws of nature established by God. Here is a rather difficult question, then 

why did God create the world in a way that would allow for natural disasters? Why didn’t God just 

create a tranquil place, a paradise, in which the only evil that would harm human life was other 

humans?  

 

Lastly, name a time when you had to wrestle with God over a difficult issue. Maybe it was theodicy and 

maybe not, but when have you and God really wrestled together? What was it like? What was the 

outcome?  

 

Extra: 

Rachel Held Evans once wrote:  

“If you are looking for verses with which to support slavery, you will find them. If you are 

looking for verses with which to abolish slavery, you will find them. If you are looking for verses 

with which to oppress women, you will find them. If you are looking for for verses with which to 

liberate or honor women, you will find them. If you are looking for reasons to wage war, you 

will find them. If you are looking for reasons to promote peace, you will find them. If you are 

looking for an out-dated, irrelevant ancient text, you will find it. If you are looking for truth, 

believe me, you will find it. This is why there are times when the most instructive question to 
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bring to the text is not "what does it say?", but "what am I looking for?" I suspect Jesus knew 

this when he said, "ask and it will be given to you, seek and you will find, knock and the door 

will be opened." If you want to do violence in this world, you will always find the weapons. If 

you want to heal, you will always find the balm.”  ― Rachel Held Evans, A Year of Biblical 

Womanhood 

 

If we take her quote seriously, what is it that you are looking for when your read the bible?  

 

 


