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Dear Central Friends,

Every year at �anksgiving, my family goes around the 
table and answers the �anksgiving question: “What 
are you most thankful for in the past 12 months?” Usu-
ally, we have everyone around the table. My kids know 
to come home for �anksgiving, since there are no 
church-y obligations, and that they are free to Christ-
mas with in-laws. �is year, like most everyone else, my 
table was set for only two. �anksgiving wasn’t the way 
it has always been, and I won’t lie. My disappointment 
ran deep.

Here’s the thing, though. We scheduled a family Zoom 
call for late afternoon, and so I asked the �anksgiving 
question. Each person on the call had something specif-
ic and important for which they were thankful. Health, 
family, love, professional accomplishments . . . the list 
grew longer with each speaker. I soon realized that, 
although COVID took away our ability to gather 
in-person, COVID couldn’t begin to take away our 
ability to be thankful. 

All of us are now looking at a Christmas that will be 
di�erent from the way that it always has been. 
Although a vaccine is on the horizon, it is not yet here. 
And so in-person Christmas parties will be mostly 
non-existent, and family gatherings will be rare. Santa 
will visit Central’s children online only. While I’m 
hoping to o�er Christmas Eve communion in the sanc-
tuary for individual and family groupings (see article 
elsewhere), I realize that event might not happen if we 
hit the predicted post-�anksgiving spike. 

COVID, however, will not be able to touch the story of 
the birth of the Christ child. Jesus was born into a 
world that was torn by con�ict, disease, and poverty. 
He brought hope to a people who were walking in a 
deep darkness. �is story has power and meaning for 
the world every year, and for us more than ever this 
year. Yes, Christmas will be di�erent this year, but I am 
convinced it will be more powerful than ever. We need 
it more than ever.

At Central, we are focused on sharing the Christmas 
story this year as powerfully as possible. You all should 
have received your Advent boxes by now. You’ve lit the 
�rst candle with me in worship, I hope. Each week, 
we’ll be lighting another candle. Our Christmas Eve 
service will be beautiful, and by having it online, you’ll 
be able to watch it with your family at the time that 
works best for you. My hope is that this online �exibili-
ty will enable more people to worship with us on 
Christmas Eve than could have joined us in person. 

Yes, these holidays are di�erent than anything we’ve 
known. However, we each have so very much to be 
thankful for. May this season allow the power of 
Christ’s coming to touch you in new ways.

Blessings,
Sally
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December: “I Believe Even When” 
In the depths of the hardest times of World War 2, a concentration camp prisoner scrawled these words on the wall of 
a cellar in Cologne: “I believe in the sun, even when it is not shining.” �ese words and the rest of his poem have lived 
on, reminding us that hope exists even in the most di�cult of times. �is Advent, we’re choosing to �ll the night with 
music and light. Join us weekly for worship services designed to allow music and light to �ll your heart with hope. 

Join us on Facebook or Youtube 
at 10 a.m. Sundays or anytime thereafter.

 

UPCOMING SERMON SERIES

financial Update
�ank you so much for your ongoing support as we continue through these challenging times in 2020.

                                                    October                                           YTD                                 Percent of Budget YTD
INCOME                                          (currently at 83% of year)
Member Support     $33,854                                      $339,170                                                  79%
(Pledges and all o�erings)
Proceeds from other sources   $28,906                                      $174,122                                                   73%
(Building use, 
quarterly distributions, etc.)

EXPENSE
Apportionments   $10,000                                        $46,664                                                      54%
(District and Conference)
All Expenses    $57,129                                       $499,167                                                     75%
(Salaries, utilities, program 
Expense, etc.)

NET INCOME   $5,631                                         $14,122
(What we have received vs.
What we have spent.)

(75% due in 2020)

I Believe 
Even 
When



advent boxes

christmas eve candlelight communion
Our Christmas Eve service will be posted online (Facebook and Youtube) at 10 a.m. on Christmas Eve, enabling you 
to worship with your family at your convenience. Join us online at 6:30 p.m. Christmas Eve if you'd like to worship 
simultaneously with your Central friends. �is service will have beautiful visuals of our sanctuary in candlelight, along 
with many of your favorite hymns. We will also be sharing in communion together online. In addition, we are o�ering 
the opportunity for you to come to the sanctuary only to receive communion on Christmas Eve. 
Here are the details:

As of this writing, we are hoping to open the sanctuary for Christmas Eve communion for individuals or family grou-
ings. ATTENDANCE WILL BE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. Sign up here: http://tiny.cc/Communion2020. 
Please show up at your appointed time at the red (south) doors into the sanctuary. You’ll be able enjoy the candlelit 
beauty of the sanctuary and receive communion at the altar rail. 

Please be aware that this event may be canceled. If so, we will contact everyone who signed up.

 

Many thanks to our host of Advent Elves who created and delivered Advent boxes to all of our Central people. If you 
did not receive one, please contact the o�ce (816-753-1844), and we will get one to you. Extra Christmas ornaments 
are available for anyone who would like one.
 

we are most fowl!
Congratulations, Central, for helping us retain the title of “Most Fowl Congregation!” Our trophy presides over our 
west entrance, proudly reminding us of who  is fowlest of them all. �ank you so much for your generosity in helping 
to provide frozen turkeys to Harvesters.
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CECC
newsCECC and Saving Sight 

to Offer Free Vision 
Screenings in December!
A free auto refractive vision screening is o�ered for ALL 
children 6 months to 6 years of age at CECC on the 
mornings on December 8th and 9th.  �e screening is 
performed by a trained technician and requires NO 
physical contact with the child, so fortunately, we are 
able to continue this annual event, even during a 
pandemic. Amblyopia, commonly known as “lazy eye,” 
and other frequent causes of vision loss in children can 
usually be treated successfully if they are identi�ed and 
treated at an early age. �at's why the KidSight 
program visits childcare facilities and child-friendly 
events throughout the state to screen for vision prob-
lems free of charge. KidSight provides parents with 
timely, accurate, and free health information so they 
can preserve their children’s sight. 

kuomba gifts
�ank you so much for providing coats for Kuomba. 
Because of your generosity, we were able to provide 
winter coats to many new families to our area.

For Christmas, we would like to provide toys for 119 
Kuomba children. We’re asking for toys for all ages that 
do not require batteries. Please bring them to the o�ce 
by December 18. If you’d prefer to make a cash dona-
tion to allow others to shop for you, you may do so 
online.

Mitten Tree for Kuomba 
& a Winter Wonderland 
of Trees!
An annual tradition at the Central Early Childhood 
Center is the Mitten Tree. �is year it will be located in 
the Connect. All donations will be given to Central’s 
sister church, Kuomba, so please bring your donations 
of new mittens, gloves, hats, and/or scarfs to help deco-
rate our tree. 
In addition to the Mitten Tree, each of the CECC 
classrooms will be displaying Christmas Trees in the 
Connect so that families can enjoy them when they 
drop o� or pick up their children.  Central families can 
also admire this winter wonderland of trees when they 
come to visit Santa on Dec. 12th!

CECC will be closed December 24 through January 5, 
2021, with a special workday on Jan. 4th to move back 
furniture in classrooms from �oor cleaning over the 
break.



 

Giving 2020—The CARES Act & You 
 

Way back in March (so 
long ago!) the CARES Act 
became law. 

The CARES Act was aimed 
at helping us all deal with 
the fall-out from the 
pandemic.  That included 
some new rules to benefit 
and encourage generosity 
and charitable giving — 
neighbor helping neighbor.   
 
Thank you for your 
support of the ministries 
of our church. 
 
 

PO Box 1076  •  Columbia, MO 65205 
800-332-8238  •  www.mumf.org 

 Planned Giving 
 Endowments 
 Grants 

 Scholarships 
 Church Investments 
 Stewardship Services 

David P. Atkins 
President 
datkins@mumf.org 

Rev. Laura Murphy 
Director of Development 
lmurphy@mumf.org  

To learn more contact: 

“If those who gain all they can, 
save all they can, will likewise give 
all they can; then, the more they 
gain, the more they will grow in 
grace, and the more treasure they 
will lay up in heaven.”  
-The Rev. John Wesley 

Our Church uses the gift administration 
services of the Missouri United Methodist 
Foundation. 
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12/1: Betty Tracewell;  12/2: Roger Odneal, Lydia Treese;  12/9: Peggy Farney; 12/10: Doris Miller-Obim;  

12/11: Isabelle Abarr, Tej Dasari; 12/13: Marjorie Roberts;  12/16: Lia Adams;  12/17: Anthony Mayes; 

12/19: Marianna McGuire;  12/21: Becky Bruce, Alice Green; 12/27: Warren Green;  

12/29: Cassidy Odneal, Claire Troutwine

december birthdays

a note for kiddos 
Our families are working so hard to �nish their semesters at school strong, preparing for holidays, and are buckling 
down with fun family things for when the ice tundra comes to Kansas City. One particular family has actually started 
to make their own board games. How cool is that?! �ank you for your continued love and support for our families.

NOTICE: Our time with Santa will be in true 2020 fashion as it is moving online. Be sure to watch your email for the 
details to come!



Rev. Dr. Sally Haynes| Pastor
sally@connectatcentral.com

Betty Tracewell | Business Manager
betty@connectatcentral.com

Donna Brown | Dir. of Early Childhood Center
central_ecc@yahoo.com

Justin McCoy | Director of Music/Organist/Pianist
justin@connectatcentral.com

Ash Mason | Educational Ministries Director
ash@connectatcentral.com

Caitlyn Henson | Sound and Media Ministry Coordinator

Erin Case | Admin. Asst./Graphics
erin@connectatcentral.com

Lisa Wynn | Receptionist

Central United Methodist Staff
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Sunday Worship @ 10:00am via Facebook Live or YouTube
facebook.com/connectatcentral

Sunday Worship @ 10:00am via 
Facebook Live or YouTube

online directory

Did you know that our directory is online? You can �nd it by going to our 
website, connectatcentral.com. Click on the “Home” tab, and “Online 

Directory” is the second item on the drop-down list. You’ll be redirected to a 
page that asks for the password. �e password was included in a recent 
Central Updates email from Sally. If you need the password or have any 

questions about the directory, feel free to contact the o�ce at 
Betty@ConnectatCentral.com. In fact, take a few minutes to check out your 

own information. We’d love to have your updated information!
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