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Dear Central Friends, 

Two daughters of my college besties recreated a picture of us taken some 37 years 

earlier during our senior year of college recently. They are now students at Davidson 

College themselves, and they gathered some friends in an homage to that moment in 

time. (I’m the one in the red sweater in the top picture.) Seeing this picture has 

brought back so many memories of my college graduation. In May 1984, I graduated 

college and moved from North Carolina to Missouri.  In June, I married Andy. In July,     

I started working as Director of Christian Education at Country Club UMC. In August,      

I started seminary at St. Paul School of Theology. Whew! My head spins to think about 

all of the life change that occurred in such a short period of time! 

 

We are in a season of transition in so many ways right now, as every graduate will tell 

you. Graduations are occurring at every level, from preschool through graduate school. 

Goodbyes and hellos are running together, disguised as happy tears on the faces of 

students and parents alike. Even the happiest of times create anxiety as transitions 

must be navigated. 

 

We are also in a season of happy transition with COVID. Vaccines are up, cases are 

down, and restrictions are being relaxed. Hooray! Even this good news has ushered in 

new anxieties as we find ourselves in crowded spaces unable to trust that our          

unmasked neighbor has actually been vaccinated.     

We shouldn’t be surprised to find newfound fears       

snuggled alongside newfound freedom. That’s what 

happens when humans face change. 

 

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, God’s 

mercies never come to an end” (Lamentations 3:22). 

As all else changes around us, God’s love never    

changes. Let’s hang onto that love together, as we 

work our way through this time of transition together.  

Blessings, 

Sally 

 

 PS: You’ll see an update on our COVID policies for 

worship elsewhere in this newsletter, be sure to check it out! 
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Your faithful support continues to help us be in ministry each day. Thank you! 

    APRIL        YTD   BUDGET % YTD (33% of year) 

INCOME 

Member Support  39,140     144,904  34% 
(Pledges and All Offerings) 
Other Income   27,181                 78,985   37% 
(Investment Income, Parking, 
etc.) 
 
EXPENSE    
Apportionments  0     6059   7% 
(District and Conferenc 
All Expenses   36,619   163,972  25% 
(Salaries, Utilities,  
Program Expense, etc.)  
 
TOTAL    26,702    50,018 

          

“It is no accident that Christians have long associated fire with the Holy Spirit. An insular church is an oxymo-

ron; churches “on fire” with the Spirit cannot contain themselves, any more than a forest fire can stop itself 

from catching. . . Christianity likewise has a boundary-crossing, outward-reaching, other-oriented impulse 

modeled by Jesus himself, formally taken up by the church when the disciples ‘caught fire’ with the Holy Spirit 

at Pentecost.”  Kenda Creasy Dean 

Worship Update 

Financial Update 

Central will continue to require masks and social distancing 
inside our building, since we do not want to differentiate 
between masked and unmasked people. You may enter the 
building whenever you’d like before worship and stay after-
wards. The only people who will be unmasked will be wor-
ship leaders and musicians in the chancel while they’re   
actively speaking or singing. We’ll keep you updated as the 
situation changes. 
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4th of July on the Lawn! 

With the 4th of July falling on a Sunday, we are going to hold worship on our south lawn. 
Bring your lawn chairs and blankets and a picnic. We’ll provide desserts for everyone. So, 
come on out for lots of music, laughter, food, and worship! 



How Can I Worship With 
Central? 

Join us (masked) in the sanctuary 

Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. 

We’re also on Facebook Live at 10:00 

a.m., and our worship is uploaded to 

the Central YouTube channel by the 

next day. Find links to our Facebook 

and YouTube channel on our website, 

www.connectatcentral.com. 

 

How Can I Find Out About 
Joining Central? 

We’d love to have you join our 

church family! Contact Sally  at  

Sally@connectatcentral.com  

 

Where Can I Find the    
Central Prayer List? 

If you’d like to  receive our weekly 

prayer list, send a request to Cindy 

Wienstroer at cjkwinkc@gmail.com 

 

COUPLES CORNER 
Editor’s note: For  many years, this series of articles by Ruth Achelpohl was a favor-
ite feature of  this newsletter.  

From June 2013, WHAT HAPPENED TO OUR “FAIRY TALE?” 
 
A 2013 issue of MARRIAGE Magazine contained an article that stated 
“Relationships aren’t like fairy tales. Just as the thrill of victory fades with time 
so does the fairy tale phase of a relationship.”  It is around the two-year point 
when we come to realize that we have come down from the psychological and 
emotional high that makes the beginning of a relationship so exciting.  Romantic 
love falls prey to everyday life and all of the demands that come with it. 
 
Some couples, sadly at this point often think this means that their relationship 
isn’t working and that they have fallen out of love.  But what they have fallen 
out of is feeling.  What has really happened is that our bodies think we no long-
er need all of those endorphins that create that tingly feeling.  This is the critical 
time when committed love either blooms into a beautiful flower or wilts in the 
reality of daily life.  Some believe the myth that if you are not feeling those 
emotions you don’t love our partner. 
 
Love is not a feeling.  Love is a verb.  Love isn’t the endorphins; it is the actions 
you choose to take.  It is acting in loving ways even when you don’t always feel 
loving.  It’s the experience you have as a result of the things you do for each 
other.  How do you show your partner that you love him/her? 
 
Start by giving your partner your undivided attention.  Remember how you used 
to hang on each other’s every word when you were first in love because you 
wanted to know everything there was to know about each other.  One of our 
biggest challenges is to really listen to and hear each other over the many other 
distractions in our environment. 
 
When you give your partner your undivided attention you pay attention to the 
words and the feelings beneath the words.  You listen for the meaning.  That 
requires you to watch the body language and pay attention to tone of voice. It 
means letting him or her know you are listening by nodding your head or some 
other means.  It does not mean you are agreeing with everything they say.  It 
just lets them know you are listening and understanding their point of view is 
important to you. 
 
Giving your partner your undivided attention is the first of many small steps 
that will keep your relationship growing.  Happily ever after is possible.  But, it 
doesn’t just happen.  
Keep your relationship growing! 
 
Ruth Achelpohl 
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KIDS NEWS! 
 

Be sure to check out the 

toy bins in the Connect 

each Sunday, containing 

sanitized toys for every 

age level child!  

Children’s Udpate from Ash 

 
This outreach is growing rapidly, like a cartoon snowball that turns into a 
giant wrecking ball of snow down a hill, but in a happy way. Word of 
mouth is spreading about Central, this church that not only affirms, but 
celebrates individuals in the LGBT community. I think people are honestly 
curious regarding if this could possibly be true! As it becomes safe to do 
so, we will begin to "adopt" lgbt individuals! What this means is that you/
your family would adopt an lgbt individual and reach out to them, encour-
age them, bake them cookies, etc. Just being a safe family for them as 
they explore who they are will be a wonderful gift for you to give. 
 
For the upcoming month, I want to challenge you to use your pronouns in 
each conversation. For example, if you're in a meeting, "So this morning I 
have a few things for us, but I wanted to start off by letting you know my 
pronouns which are she/her, he/him, they/them, etc." This will be awk-
ward the first few times you do it, but bringing the awareness to one's pre-
ferred pronouns truly means the world to LGBT individuals! As well, I en-
courage you to sign emails with your name/pronouns. And, if you feel 
brave enough, ask others what their preferred pronouns are!  
 
One month. That's it. I challenge you :) 
 
Love you so much! 
Ash 

 

 

 

4 

LGBT Student Outreach 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

Jessica Jasa                 June 2 
Laura Wesche                       June 2 
Amanda Wesche                  June 2 
Suzanne Hunt                       June 4 
Pamela Cutelli                       June 5 
Kathy Leclere                        June 5 
Mark Muehlberger              June 5 
Timothy Bruce                      June 6 
Wilmagene Noonan          June 11 
Ian Coy                                 June 14 
Adam Cutelli                       June 14 
Christopher Wesche          June 14 
Marie Green                       June 15 
Maggie Holley                    June 16 
Jennifer Snyder                  June 16 
Tim Fonseca                       June 20 
Larry Hamel                        June 21 
Daniel Weber                     June 21 
Jim Stevens                         June 22 
Betsy Weigel                       June 22 
Isaac Coy                             June 24 
Janis Smith                          June 24 
Brian Petrie                         June 26 
Michelle Muehlberger(Bell)  
                                              June 27 

LGBT Ministry Update 

So many of our families had deep reservations regarding coming back in    
person at all, and I didn’t blame them. I know we are all  making decisions that 
are the most informed decisions for our families.  
 
Many of our families are still in our online presence, and I have been so proud 
of them for faithfully showing up in this environment! I know it’s tempting to do 
other things, but their commitment is admirable. 
 
For the families that have come back in person, there is a safe, distanced 
space for them in the Connect with bins that have sanitized toys with signs 
noting this, and then have empty bins that note that toys need sanitizing.  As 
well, there are signs on the table that note whether they are sanitized or not. 
So far, families have been utilizing these toy bins during service!  
 

Whether in-person or online, there is absolutely no intended pressure on fami-
lies to return to the sanctuary! I am just so grateful to have them however they 
choose to join. 
 

Love, 
Ash 



 

CECC is preparing for a great Summer 2021!  We will have 6 of our 

classrooms open and most all of our classes are full, with waiting 

lists.  We enroll infants (3 months) to prekindergartners (5 years) and 

all ages in between.  Most of the school-year staff continue to work 

through the summer months, although a few may change their 

schedules.   

We are planning on returning (finally) to our pre-COVID extended 

hours, so CECC will be open Monday through Friday 7:30 am to 5:30 

pm, starting June 7.  Also, we will be holding in-person Orientation 

sessions – a first since Fall of 2019!  This will provide children and 

their families a scheduled time to preview their classrooms and meet 

teachers as well as a few other students.   

 

Families will be allowed into the education wing for the first time 

since March of 2020. We are still enacting our mask mandate, and 

children will have temperature checks prior to arrival to classrooms.  

We are also asking families to keep drop off and pick up times brief, 

to avoid congestion during these busy times.  We are glad to be 

working our way back to “closer to normal” practices at CECC. 

 

During the summer months, classes will spend their outside playtime 

earlier in the morning to help avoid the heat of the day.  And we have 

scheduled several “Splash Days” to provide great fun with water play 

and lots of wet activities such as stomping in puddles, running 

through sprinklers, painting with water and more! Summer is a great 

time for outdoor learning! 

5 

CENTRAL EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 
 
Summertime at ECC! LGBT Student Outreach

We are glad 

to be work-

ing our way 

back to 

“closer to 

normal” 

practices at 

CECC. 

The Central Early Childhood Center educates, stimulates and   
nurtures creative hands and creative minds in the children and 

adults who actively learn, play, grow and work together.



 
ADVENTURES WITH ABRAHAM: Three different major reli-

gions claim him. How much do you know this man who is so 

central to the faith of so many people? His long life took 

many twists and turns. Join us as we spend this summer ad-

venturing with Abraham. 
 

June 13  Adventures with Abraham: Every Journey Begins with a Single Step 

June 20  Adventures with Abraham: Desperate Times Call for Desperate Measures 

June 27: Adventures with Abraham: How to Overcome Fear 

July 4: Adventures with Abraham: When One Bad Thing Leads to Another 

July 11: Adventures with Abraham: Laughing at God 

July 18: Adventures with Abraham: Giving It All  

Summer Sermon Series 
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