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Dear Central Friends, 

We’re in the thick of what was forecast to be a “long, difficult winter,” and yet I 

feel so very hopeful as I write these words. Reasons why I am hopeful today 

include: 

- I’ve just received the final count of our school supplies, coat, and toy drives for 

Kuomba. In addition to the piles and piles of items that you brought by Central, 

you gave $3670 in above-and-beyond giving! Your generosity to this ministry 

has touched the lives of many children and families. Way to go! 

- Our worship team is planning a meaningful Lent. As part of our worship focus, 

we’re inviting all Central people to join in an all-church small group study. See 

the details inside this newsletter. 

- A fantastic group of Central members are on our Leadership Team 2021. 

They’ve begun the year with three separate meetings in January for orientation 

and training, in addition to doing the work of the church. Their willingness to 

spend time on the administrative work of the church so that everyone else can 

engage in the mission of the church warms my heart. 

- Their hard work has created an operating budget for 2021 that is attainable 

and helps us live out our mission. Your ongoing support makes our mission   

possible, thank you so much! 

- Central has an enthusiastic staff that is finding new ways to reach our         

community for Christ! 

- I love seeing pictures of many of you getting vaccinated! Each vaccine gets us 

closer to sharing coffee and hugs and all those other things we will never take 

for granted again. 

Yes, there are many reasons to rejoice. Every winter is followed by springtime in 

God’s good creation. On this winter day, will you rejoice with me? 

Blessings, 

Sally 

February 1, 2021 

From the Pastor 

The Newsletter of Central UMC 



Thank you so much for your ongoing generosity throughout such a challenging year. Your gifts allowed us to 

continue our ministries through changing circumstances. Below is the year-end report.  

    DECEMBER  YTD   PERCENT OF BUDGET YTD 

INCOME 

Member Support  39,827   401,177  93.7% 
(Pledges and All Offerings) 
Other Income   89,335   270,056  121% 
(Investment Income, Parking, 
PPP Loan, etc.) 
 
EXPENSE    
Apportionments  19,677   66,321   76.9%* (see note below) 
(District and Conference) 
All Expenses   77,700   631,057  95% 
(Salaries, Utilities,  
Program Expense, etc.)  
 
TOTALS    51,462   40,176 

 Note: The Missouri Annual Conference agreed to accept 75% of apportionment payout in 2020 as complete, as 
a means of COVID relief to churches.          
  

“Now faith, hope, and love abide, but the greatest of these is love.” 

Director of Digital Media Job Opening 

Financial Update 

Central UMC is seeking an energetic, media-savvy  person to join our staff as 

our Director of Digital Media. This position will be responsible for all media, 

including this newsletter. In addition, this person will assist with our 

livestream  worship on Sunday mornings. Hours will vary and are approxi-

mately 8-15 hours/week.  Full job description is available on our website.   

 

Please send questions or applications to Sally@ConnectatCentral.com. 
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When Will We Resume In-
Person Worship? 

While we rejoice to see church mem-

bers receiving their vaccines, we 

continue to see a high rate of COVID 

in our community.  Therefore, we will 

remain online only for now. 

Although we’re not together in per-

son yet, we are making preparations. 

Our most recent conversations are 

about how we will maintain an in-

person worship service that        

integrates our at-home worshippers 

fully into the service. We know that 

we will always have online-only 

worshippers from now on, and we 

want to make sure the quality of our 

online worship does not diminish 

when we come back together in 

person.  

 

 

How Can I Find Out About 
Joining Central? 

We’d love to have you join our 

church family! Contact Sally  at  

Sally@connectatcentral.com  

 

Where Can I Find the    
Central Prayer List? 

If you’d like to  receive our weekly 

prayer list, send a request to Cindy 

Wienstroer at cjkwinkc@gmail.com 

 

ALL-CHURCH LENTEN STUDY 

It’s time for us to reconnect with one another as a church family. 
If you’re a part of Central, please join our church-wide Lenten 
study. This 6-week study will begin the week of February 15 and 
go through the end of March. Each week, you’ll be studying one 
of Jesus’ seven sayings from the cross, using the book Seven 
Words by Susan Robb. Rev. Robb is a UM clergywoman in Texas, 
whose ministry focuses on exploring the idea of listening to and 
focusing on God’s call. This study will align with the Lenten ser-
mon series, so each Sunday you’ll hear a sermon on the passage 
that you have studied with your small group.  
 
Small groups will be offered at the following times: Tuesday at 4 
p.m and 7 pm., Wednesday at 6:30 p.m., and Sunday at 2 p.m. 
The Sunday group is targeted towards younger adults and par-
ents of school-aged children. You can sign up for a group by go-
ing to the following link: https://tinyurl.com/
centralsmallgroup21 
 
A copy of the study book will be in the Lenten bags that will be 
delivered in early February.  
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KIDS NEWS! 
 

"I know we watch church at 

home to stay safe, but I   

really miss hugging           

everyone from church.      

And their smiles. Everyone 

at church smiles a lot."  

- One of our Central Kids 

Thoughts from Ash 

Central has added a new staff role to Ash Mason’s job description, as our first

-ever Director of LGBT Outreach. She’ll be working primarily with college stu-

dents at UMKC and other area schools. 

From Ash: “I have the phenomenal honor of adding to my role the relational 

development and reconciliation with the LGBT community! To say I'm excited 

for this doesn't even begin to describe the good and holy work I know is to 

come as we partner together to truly and deeply love one another. Be sure to 

watch your email for opportunities for engagement, education, and growth! 

Most importantly, please pray for the days ahead. The LGBT community has 

been so injured by all of society, but the church in particular. I pray that Cen-

tral can be a means of healing and openness."  

If you’d like to be a part of this ministry, Ash would be glad to hear from you!  

Hey hey Central!  

Just your friendly neighborhood Ash dropping in to report that our 

time with Santa was amazing, our partnership with Kuomba to provide 

toys was amazing, and YOU ALL are amazing!  

Thank you for your continued support for our families here at Central. 

On a zoom call with a family recently, one of our incredibly cute kiddos 

said, "I know we watch church at home to stay safe, but I really miss 

hugging everyone from church. And their smiles. Everyone at church 

smiles a lot."  

Keep an eye for a special treat for you in the Lenten bags that will be 

delivered to your home in a couple of weeks! 

Love, 

Ash 
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Blessed Dress 2021 Cancelled 

LGBT Student Outreach 

Since Central UMC is still closed indefinitely, with no reopening for in-
person events planned as yet, and since we doubt any of the area-
wide schools are scheduling proms for this year, and since there isn't a 
way to maintain social distancing for the safety of participants and/or 
volunteers, the Blessed Dress Team has made the difficult decision to 
cancel for 2021. In addition, we also will not be accepting donations of 
clothing, shoes, or jewelry for the time being.  We look forward to be-
ing able to resume this ministry in 2022! 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Katherine Lenger, Feb. 1; 

Reece Cochran, Feb. 3; Janna 

Cochran, Feb. 5; Cindy 

Wienstroer, Feb. 5; David 

Brammel, Feb. 12;  Sandy 

Stiner, Feb. 15; Tamara      

Vandergriff, Feb. 17;  Brad 

Pearson, Feb. 18; Mina Dasari, 

Feb. 19;  Harper Moser, Feb. 

21; Deborah Powell, Feb. 21;  

Gary Wesche , Feb. 22; Sandra 

Gates, Feb. 26; Justin McCoy, 

Feb. 26;  Eric Hallowell, Feb. 

27;  Alan Bossert, Feb. 28;  

Jessica Brooks Bryon, Feb. 28. 



Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ 
has forgiven you. Ephesians 4:32 

Enrollment for the 2021-2022 school year and Summer 2021 begins 
March 1st for our currently enrolled families and Central UMC mem-
bers.  
 
On April 1, enrollment is opened to the public. Central UMC members 
also receive a special discount on monthly tuition. We will continue to 
offer both full and part-time enrollment options.  We are happy to an-
swer any questions you might have about any of our classes. Bro-
chures and enrollment forms for 2021-2022 will be available in Febru-
ary, so be sure to check out our website, centralearlychildhood.com.  
 
Directors make the final decision for classroom assignments for all 
children.  
 

In February, teachers will hold phone conferences with parents to discuss their child’s 
growth and development.  
 
As with most events this year, we have chosen not to hold these in person as we typi-
cally would, however, families and teachers will still plan on setting goals for children 
the remainder of the school year.   
 
We continue to value partnering with families as an important piece of a child’s early 
education. This stage is often a parent’s first experience with their child in an educa-
tional setting and we want to help families feel comfortable and ready to continue to 
be an advocate for their child’s future.  
 
“Working together” has always been a big part of the mission and vision at Central Ear-
ly Childhood Center.  
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Central ECC Enrollment Begins Soon! 

CECC Parent-Teacher Conferences 

Classes 
are         
expected 
to fill 
quickly, so 
enroll    
early!  

The Central Early Childhood Center educates, stimulates and   
nurtures creative hands and creative minds in the children and 

adults who actively learn, play, grow and work together.



The Chiefs are going to the Super Bowl again! Let’s turn this great event into something good for our neighbors. Cen-
tral assists our neighbors in need throughout the year, and this benevolence fund has run dry. Join in a Super Bowl 
“non-party” to refill the fund! Watch the game in whatever COVID-safe way you choose, and give the amount that 
you would have spent providing food for a crowd at an in-person party! Some suggested menu items to provide for 
the crowd at your non-party are: 
Bag of Chips: $5 
Rotel Dip: $10 
Coca-Cola: $20 
That tray of carrot sticks and cauliflower with ranch dip that nobody touches: $25 
Chicken Wings: $30 
Burgers and Sliders: $50 
BBQ Ribs: $100 
And, if you want to ditch the non-party altogether and not take yourself to 
the game instead: 
Roundtrip Airfare to Tampa on Southwest: $683 
 
Once you’ve enjoyed not having your party, send your donation via check 
or our online giving portal at www.connectatcentral.com/donate, clicking 
on “Benevolence Fund.” Many thanks, and GO CHIEFS! 

SUPER BOWL “NON-PARTY” FOR BENEVOLENCE FUND! 
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