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Dear Central Friends,

As I was carrying my breakfast to the table one morning 
last week, I was amazed to see a fresh butter�y walking 
unsteadily along the �oor. A few weeks earlier, I had 
brought inside a very hungry caterpillar that had eaten 
several of my carrot plants. It wasn’t so much that I 
wanted to raise another butter�y as it was that I wanted 
to save my carrots. From the outset, this caterpillar 
seemed o�. He (or she?) didn’t like the fresh parsley I 
gave it, having gotten spoiled from the fresh carrot 
greens in my garden. Once it became time to cocoon, 
this independent-minded caterpillar hung bottoms-up, 
the opposite way of my other cocoons. One of his two 
connecting points broke early on, leaving him dangling 
precariously from only one strand of silk. Every now 
and then, I’d see the cocoon stir for a bit, whether it was 
from the breeze from the ceiling fan or the metamor-
phosis happening inside.

I really didn’t give that little dangling brown cocoon 
much of a chance of survival. �e other butter�ies had 
already made their debut out of their right-side-up, 
well-attached cocoons, and I was ready to clean the 
residual caterpillar poop out of the jar, so I stuck the 
stick with its dried brown cocoon into a houseplant and 
forgot about it. Until the other day.

�e butter�y on the �oor looked as unsteady and awk-
ward as it had during its caterpillardom. Nevertheless, 
Andy and I gently scooped it up to take it outside. We 
hoped that a few hours in the soft green grass might 
give it strength to �y. 

As soon as we stepped onto the deck, it was as if the 
morning sun triggered something powerful in the 
butter�y. He (or she?) started �ying, and its wings were 
strong with purpose and direction. �e butter�y took 
o� from our cradling hands. It �ew over our yard and 
another backyard before resting high in the branches of 
a tree. Clearly, he was ready to soar into his full and free 
butter�y life. All of this beauty launched from an 
upside-down cocoon that I thought didn’t have a 
chance of survival.

�at butter�y is giving me fresh hope during these 
COVID times. Yes, it feels like we’re cocooning, and 
yes, often it feels as if our cocoon is the upside-down, 
dangling type. If we were to have been able to plan this 
pandemic, I’m sure we all would have done so with 
much more style. We would have made sure that our 
homes were fully prepared for whatever form of home 
o�cing or teaching we would need. We would have 
been fully provisioned, and we would have taught 
ourselves the necessary cooking, cleaning, and survival 
skills well in advance. We would have maximized visits 
to far-�ung family and exotic destinations up until the 
moment we were shut down. 

Instead, our reality has been di�erent. We’re all �gur-
ing it out as we’re going along, and it often feels like 
we’re hanging upside down and dangling from a thin 
strand of silk. We’re working, teaching, preaching, 
playing, cooking, and surviving from our homes, even 
if they are far from perfect. Parents are teaching and 
working and parenting in ways that no generation 
before them has had to tackle. We’re all staying 
connected to one another as best as we can from a 
distance. At church, we’re learning whole new ways of 
worshiping together as Christ’s body, even if we’re not 
sitting in the same room.

Here’s the great news: God is at work bringing some-
thing new and beautiful out of this time. None of us 
will be unchanged, but, then again, who wants to 
remain as a caterpillar? What looks like a mistake will 
still transform into something beautiful in God’s 
hands. Our most challenging, caterpillery-cocoony 
days will still lead to a beautiful new creation.

�ankful to be becoming 
something new along with you,
Sally
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Life-Changing Prayers. We’ve got so much to pray about these days, including COVID, racism, and our upcoming 
election. A single prayer can change a life. Scripture tells us of many people who demonstrated this truth. In this series, 
we’ll look at four people whose life-changing stories of prayer are told in the Old Testament. We’ll examine Moses’ 
prayer for presence, Hannah’s prayer of hope, Jehoshaphat’s prayer of desperation, and Jeremiah’s prayer of confession.  
We’ve got so much to pray about these days, including COVID, racism, and our upcoming election. Especially now, 
you will want to join us this October as we dive deep into how we can pray our way through these times. 

October 4: �e Prayer for Presence: Exodus 33:12-23

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY

October 11: �e Prayer of Hope: 1 Samuel 2:1-10

October 18: �e Prayer of Desperation, 2 Chronicles 20:5-12

October 25: �e Prayer of Confession: Jeremiah 14:7-9  

UPCOMING SERMON SERIES

financial Update
Your generosity has gotten us o� to a great 2020, the importance of which we could not have known at the beginning of 
the year! �ank you so much for your ongoing support as we continue through these challenging times in 2020.

                                                    August                                            YTD                                 Percent of Budget YTD
INCOME                                          (currently at 66% of year)
Member Support     $22,799                                      $270,603                                                   63%
(Pledges and all o�erings)
Proceeds from other sources   $12,901                                      $136,144                                                   61%
(Building use, 
quarterly distributions, etc.)

EXPENSE
Apportionments   $0                                                 $36,664                                                       43%
(District and Conference)
All Expenses    $39,513                                       $393,992                                                     59%
(Salaries, utilities, program 
Expense, etc.)

NET INCOME    -3,812                                         $12,777
(What we have received vs.
What we have spent.)



�e Reopen Team met to discuss Central’s fall ministries 

in light of the current COVID situations and made the 

following decisions. 

Trunk or Treat: Cancelled. We discussed various ways to 

hold this event safely. We realized that eliminating 

contact between neighborhood children and church 

members diminished greatly the purpose of the event, 

which is to connect with our neighborhood. Rather than 

do an event safely yet poorly, we are choosing to cancel it 

this year. 

�anksgiving Dinner: Cancelled. We cannot envision a 

way to share in this church meal safely this year.

Children’s Visit with Santa: On the schedule for 

December 12, with modi�cations. Santa and Mrs. Claus 

are passionate about this opportunity to interact with 

children, especially in this year. No food will be served. 

Our hope is that, by focusing on this one event, the entire 

congregation can provide treats and presents to make a 

meaningful event for children and their families during 

this di�cult season. More details will follow. 

What about in-person worship? At this point, we do not 

plan to resume in-person worship in 2020, with the 

exception of Christmas Eve. (see below) We will have 

worship on the lawn on Oct. 4 and 18, weather 

permitting, and possibly into November. Each week, our 

worship will broadcast on FB Live and Youtube at 10 a.m. 

Sundays and remain available afterwards.

covid and central update
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NEW MEMBER!

What about Advent? We are reimagining Advent, 

utilizing some highly creative resources from Marcia 

McFee. Although we can’t be together in person, we’ll be 

drawn into the Advent story in new and deeply 

meaningful ways. We’re also beginning to think about 

ways to have some fun together, such as driveway 

caroling. 

What about Christmas Eve? Our plan is to open the 

sanctuary for worship on Christmas Eve. It will most 

likely look like scheduled times for individuals or family 

groups to come into our candlelit sanctuary to receive 

communion. 

outdoor worship
in october

Weather permitting, we will hold worship on our 

south lawn on Sunday, October 4  and Sunday, 

October 11 at 10 a.m. As always, bring your own 

lawn chairs and masks. Masks are to be worn 

throughout the service. 

During these worship services, we will be 

collecting non-perishable food items for the 

UMKC food pantry. As you are aware, college 

students struggle with food insecurity, especially 

during these pandemic times. �ank you for 

helping us serve the students in our community. 
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CECC
news

October usually brings many fun and important events to Central Early Childhood Center (CECC). However, 

due to the pandemic many of our regularly scheduled events are either cancelled or on hold.  One event that we 

are still holding this month is Parent-Teacher Conferences on October 12th.  In the past, conferences have been 

held in person, however, in order to assure everyone’s safety, teachers are holding these through Zoom meetings 

or over the phone.  And although the method will be di�erent, it is still important for the teachers to have an 

opportunity to set goals, ask and answer questions and have a chance to talk with families about their child.  

Plans are still underway to see if we can have a safe, socially distanced Halloween Parade, yet this most likely will 

not include having parents or siblings join in on the fun as in year’s past. And at the last CECC Sta� Inservice, 

teachers started brainstorming to see how we can create an “event” or activity to keep families connected?  Even 

though these are challenging times and old routines are often interrupted, we have a host of creative sta� who are 

up for the challenge to continue to maintain developmentally appropriate learning, fun activities with a focus on 

social-emotional learning and a desire to develop relationships!

October at Central Early Childhood Center

MORE2 banquet
Central recently joined MORE2. MORE2 is a Kansas City social justice organization representing di�erent 

faith traditions, cultural backgrounds, races, and economic means. Starting with just 12 congregations, MORE2 

has grown to 32 congregations and numerous individual members. Rather than providing services or programs, 

MORE2 works to change policies through grassroots movements, in ways that promote racial and economic 

equity in Kansas and Missouri.  You can �nd out more by visiting www.more2.org/

�eir major fundraising event is their annual banquet, on October 29 from 6-9 p.m. �is year, the banquet will 

feature a few in-person seats, but the majority of banquet participants will join in via watch parties around the 

area. Anyone can host their own watch party in their own home. �e $35/per person contribution will entitle  

you to one meal from a locally black-owned business that will be available for pickup at various locations around 

the metro, plus a link to the event itself. �is year’s keynote speaker is Lisa Benson, an Emmy award-winning 

journalist, author of Anchored in Bias: Fired Over White Tears, and founder of Winning Truths, a diversity & 

inclusion training and consulting �rm. To learn more or purchase a ticket, www.more2.org/event-2020/
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10/2: Carla Warriner;  10/4: Sally Haynes;  10/8: Kathryn Buenger; 10/9: Lorna Brammell;  10/10: Wilma 

Heckart; 10/11: Laura Bruce;  10/12: Terri Bauer, Vimala Dasari;  10/14: Dan Evans; 10/15: Connie Hartline, 

Cody Wesche;  10/19: Becca Bruce; 10/20: Amanda Hanna;  10/21: Adam Troutwine;  10/22: Steven Boeck; 

10/23: Barbara Shelly;  10/24: Stephen Cutelli; 10/28: Madison Costanzo;  10/29: Steven DeWilde;  

10/30: Avery Lemon, Alison Troutwine;  10/31: Jayden Dugan, Paul Titterington 

october birthdays

One of our longest-time members, Laura Bruce, has a birthday coming up. You're 

invited to be part of a drive-by birthday from 1:30 to 3:00pm on Sunday October 

11th. Drive to 5321 W 72nd St, Prairie Village, KS 66208, which is the 6th house 

east of Nall. Laura will be outside with family and would love to see you drive by.

WISH LAURA BRUCE A HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

a note from ash 
I don't know about you all, but few things warm my heart more than a cute video with amazing kiddos in it. Last month, you 

might have watched a video of a few of our kids telling the story of Queen Esther. �ey did SUCH an amazing job! I've loved 

seeing some of our kids at our outdoor worship times as well as over zoom on occasion. In the midst of weird times, God continues 

to strengthen our relationships.

update on kuomba 
Children in our partner Kuomba congregation may be studying at home, or in school buildings, or doing a combination of the 

two. But, thanks to the generosity of Central members and others, all of them are fully equipped with the school supplies they 

need.

In a backpack drive coordinated through �e Reading Nook, members of Central UMC, Centennial UMC and the downtown 

Church of the Resurrection donated enough school supplies and cash to hand out backpacks to 75 children, ages kindergarten 

through 12th grade. At the same time that children received the backpacks, Reading Nook volunteers also handed out more than 

1,200 children's books that had been donated to Kuomba. 

For Central members and friends who volunteer for the Reading Nook, or are interested in doing so, please stay tuned. �e 

steering committee is exploring options, including an on-line conversational language exchange.  We hope to be back with more 

information soon.   
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online directory

Did you know that our directory is online? You can �nd it by going to our 
website, connectatcentral.com. Click on the “Home” tab, and “Online 

Directory” is the second item on the drop-down list. You’ll be redirected to a 
page that asks for the password. �e password was included in a recent 
Central Updates email from Sally. If you need the password or have any 

questions about the directory, feel free to contact the o�ce at 
Betty@ConnectatCentral.com. In fact, take a few minutes to check out your 

own information. We’d love to have your updated information!
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