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The author the Gospel of Luke also wrote the book of Acts. Together these two works depict a first 

century church that does everything possible to reach those outside of the original community. In other 

words, the author of Luke had a vision of God and perception of Jesus that extended beyond the people 

of Israel. Luke depicts Jesus interacting with more Greco-Roman people than any other gospel and Acts 

has the disciples going beyond the land of Israel to reach people outside the Jewish faith and traditions.  

 

Saul of Tarsus, was a leader of the Jewish community. He was smart, powerful, and Roman. This 

combination allowed for Paul to travel freely and enact strict Jewish policies wherever he went. He 

would be converted to the Christian faith and become, arguably, the most important leader of the early 

church, writing much of the new testament.  

 

Read Acts 9:1-9 

--Why do you think God just blinded him and threw him off his horse? Why doesn’t God do this with 

everyone?  Did this make Saul a puppet by depriving him of his free-will?  

--Why was Saul blinded? Was this part of the plan for God? (It seems so if you read onward)  

 

We often speak about transformation when one submits to God in their life. If this is true, then how 

have you been transformed? What about you is different because of your faith?  

 

Read Acts 9:36-43 

--Does God resurrect people now? How might we think of transformation as a metaphorical 

resurrection?  

 

Most of us do not get a blinding light and a horse ride to bring us to faith. In our Wesleyan tradition we 

believe in “sanctifying grace”. That is the grace of God which seeks to transform us throughout our lives. 

True transformation in Christ takes time and practice. What practices do you do to help you transform 

into the person Christ has called you to become?  

 

Lastly, if someone wanted to follow Jesus in their life, what would you tell them about your story? 

What would you tell them to be their next step?  


