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Dear Central Friends,

Ah, the dumpster �re that was 2020 is �nally at an end! 
Our world changed so drastically in the past year. We 
now speak a language that was foreign to us. For 
instance, would the following sentence have made any 
sense to you a year ago? “I’ve been doomscrolling about 
all the covidiots who are keeping us from �attening the 
curve. Time to have a quarantini with my pod!” 

Even with all of the hardships of 2020, I’ve been �nd-
ing more reasons for thanksgiving.  In fact, my January 
sermon series will invite us to �nd the good things from 
2020 that we want to bring into our new year of 2021. 
(Hey, I love a good challenge in my sermons!) What are 
things from 2020 for which you are thankful?

My greatest joy recently is seeing many of you receiving 
your COVID vaccine! Your pictures on Facebook 
make me rejoice. You have been serving your patients 
so faithfully throughout this pandemic. I am so thank-
ful for each of you! In a year in which so much appears 
to have gone wrong, your being at the front of the line 
for the vaccine is just so right. �anks be to God!

I am grateful for our online worship service. Our 
fantastic sta� and volunteers got us online in a matter 
of days, and we have continued to work to upgrade our 
online worship in these past months. We hope to 
resume livestream worship during Lent, where we will 
actually be broadcasting live on Sunday mornings from 
our sanctuary. Livestreaming requires a few di�erent 
skills compared to pre-recorded events, and making 
sure we can livestream well is important to resuming 

in-person worship. Our hope is that increasing vaccina-
tion levels will lead to decreasing COVID infections, 
allowing us to come back together in person. Let’s keep 
praying together for the health of our church and com-
munity in the days ahead.

I am grateful also for the holiday season that we’ve just 
experienced. No, it wasn’t the Christmas that any of us 
could have anticipated a year ago, but it held its own 
beauty. Seeing the Christmas Star, aka �e Great Con-
junction, was thrilling and won’t be visible again in my 
lifetime.  Staying in my own home for Christmas Eve is 
an experience I haven’t had since I was a teenager. It 
was �ne. For one year, and one year only. �is year, 
though, there was beauty and a deep joyfulness in the 
birth of Christ, perhaps more so than in “normal” 
years. �e hope that we proclaim every Christmas is 
needed so very much this year, and that renewed aware-
ness of my absolute dependence on Christ is a gift of 
2020. 

Hope. �at gift is perhaps the greatest one of 2020. 
We’ve been taught how precious hope truly is, especial-
ly when it’s in as short supply as toilet paper. A glimmer 
of hope here, another glimpse of hope there, and 
suddenly we’re looking at the world in an entirely 
di�erent light.

May you each �nd renewed hope in 2021. I’m so grate-
ful to be sharing this coming year, and whatever it 
brings, along with each one of you.

Blessings,
Sally
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January Sermon Series
FINALLY, A FRESH NEW YEAR! 2020 is over, �nally! Everything will be better now, right? Right? Putting a fresh 
calendar on the wall won’t automatically �x everything that is wrong. Truth be told, there are some changes from this 
pandemic that we’ll all be better if we’re able to keep. As we start out the new year with this sermon series, you’ll have 
a chance to look at and claim the gifts of this past year that you’ll want to carry with you into 2021. 

January 3: Hidden Gifts. 
January 10: A New Normal 
January 17: What Is Your Biggest Dream for 2021?

 

UPCOMING SERMON SERIES

financial Update
�ank you so much for your ongoing support as we continue through these challenging times.

                                                    November                                           YTD                           Percent of Budget YTD
INCOME                                          (currently at 92% of year)
Member Support     $22,180                   $361,351                                                84%
(Pledges and all o�erings)
Proceeds from other sources   $7,515                    $168,164                                                 76%
(Building use, 
quarterly distributions, etc.)

EXPENSE
Apportionments   0-                               $46,664                                      54%
(District and Conference)
All Expenses    $47,118                   $546,302                                                 82%
(Salaries, utilities, program 
Expense, etc.)

I Believe 
Even 
When



Congratulations Gary Loar 

Ministry with UMKC Students
Ash Mason will be increasing her job responsibilities with us in 2021. She will spearhead a ministry initiative to 
LGBTQIA students, at UMKC and the surrounding area, in addition to her current responsibilities as our Education 
Director. She will move from 20 hours to 30 hours per week with us. We are currently in the process of seeking grants 
from the UMC to help fund this additional position, but we are moving forward in faith. Ash has brought such positive 
energy to Central already, and we are convinced that she is the right person for this ministry. Feel free to send her words 
of encouragement for this new ministry at Ash@ConnectatCentral.com.
 

Central member Gary Loar is retiring (again!), this time from his position in the o�ce of the Heartland District of the 
UMC. While it’s been nice to be able to share Gary with the District for all of these years (and to have an inside track 
for all District Happenings), it’ll be good to welcome him home to Central. Congratulations, Gary, on the completion 
of this phase of your career.

Thank you to Erin Case
For almost nine years, Erin Case has worked for Central, creating our monthly newsletter (including this one), manag-
ing our website, and creating graphic designs. Erin grew up in Central before joining our sta�. As of January 1, she is 
moving into a new work setting. We wish her well in her future career as a paralegal. 
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central
news

Scripture Reading and Hospitality for 2021 
Are you interested in reading Scripture during worship? I’m making the list for 2021 and would love to add anyone to 
this list. You would read Scripture a few times per year, either during our recording sessions or on Sunday mornings 
once we return to in-person worship.
And, if you’re interested in being part of one of our Hospitality Teams when we reopen for in-person worship, please 
let me know. �ese teams serve once a month to welcome newcomers and hand out bulletins, in addition to receiving 
the morning o�ering. Serving in hospitality is a great way for newer people to get connected to Central. Please note 
that an initial indication of interest does not obligate you in any way once we’re back in person. Everyone will have a 
chance to understand our safety protocols and make a decision about whether to be involved in hospitality at that 
point. However, if you think you might be interested in this area of our ministry, please let me know so that I can send 
you info as it becomes relevant.
I’ll be sending out a separate email to all of our current liturgists and hospitality teams, so that you can con�rm your 
desire to continue in that ministry in 2021.
If you’re interested in either of these positions or have questions, please email me at Sally@ConnectatCentral.com.
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CECC
news

Central Early Childhood
Center 2021-22
Enrollment Begins Soon
Enrollment for the 2021-2022 school year and Summer 2021 begins March 1st for our currently enrolled families and 
Central UMC members. On April 1, enrollment is opened to the public. Central UMC members also receive a special 
discount on monthly tuition. We will continue to o�er both full and part-time enrollment options.  We are happy to 
answer any questions you might have about any of our classes. Brochures and enrollment forms for 2021-22 will be 
available in February, so be sure to check out our web page at www.centralearlychildhood.com. Classes are �lled on a 
�rst come, �rst served basis, so enroll early! Directors make the �nal decision for classroom assignments for all children. 

Staying Connected
Typically, each fall we have a Family Event during which parents and children are able to come into the classrooms and 
engage in fun and educational activities and to interact with one another. Of course, in light of keeping everyone safe, 
we had to forego this annual event, but our creative sta� �gured out a way to continue to connect with families.  CECC 
purchased and gifted each family the book, Waiting Is Not Easy! by Mo Willems.  Each classroom also put together 
some activities for families to try at home to help extend upon the book’s theme of waiting and such.  We asked families 
to take photos of them reading with their child or trying out the activities, send them in and then we posted them in the 
Connect for all to see.  
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1/3: Jayne Boeck, Josh Hubbard, Trina Taft;  1/4: Norman Arbo, Allan Buenger;  1/5: Kathy Leclere, Nicky 

Okafor; 1/7: Joyce Bailey;  1/11: Ruth Blake; 1/12: Luke Stewart-Jones;  1/13: Elizabeth Andersen;  1/15: May 

Gamer; 1/16: Joseph Green, Mary Sowell;  1/17: Victoria Kandt; 1/19: Wilma Haverkamp;  1/21: Marsha 

Evans; 1/23: Cora Bruce, Paula Kenyon-Vogt;  1/26: David Andersen, Meredith Moser; 1/30: Juul Clevenger, 

Jackson Lemon;  1/31: Joyce White

january birthdays

a note for kiddos 
Ho Ho ho! Our cute kiddos from Central and the Early Childhood Center had a chance to zoom into the North Pole 
to talk with Santa and one of his Elves! Per character, Santa was jolly as ever and chuckling, and the kids pulled the 
mouth wide open, hands on the face, home alone look when they saw him. It was SUCH a fun way to end 2020. A 
special thank you to our families for their understanding and willingness to keep everyone safe by going online!"

 

new lgbtqia ministry 
So this is something new here for me! In case you missed it, I have the amazing opportunity to continue the 
phenomenal outreach you all have been doing to the LGBTQIA friends. I am con�dent that the reconciliation that has 
already been occuring will continue in some beautiful ways. I'm genuinely ecstatic to have this opportunity, and can't 
wait to be able to invite each of you into this ministry. �ank you for your support in all of the "newness"!
-Ash
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online directory

Did you know that our directory is online? You can �nd it by going to our 
website, connectatcentral.com. Click on the “Home” tab, and “Online 

Directory” is the second item on the drop-down list. You’ll be redirected to a 
page that asks for the password. �e password was included in a recent 
Central Updates email from Sally. If you need the password or have any 

questions about the directory, feel free to contact the o�ce at 
Betty@ConnectatCentral.com. In fact, take a few minutes to check out your 

own information. We’d love to have your updated information!
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