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Dear Central Friends,

Wow! 175 Years! Isn’t it wonderful that Central has 
been here for so long, sharing the good news of God’s 
love through Christ to so many generations?

Central is the �rst Protestant church in the city limits of 
Kansas City. We were formed only 23 years after 
Missouri became a state. Methodism had been a 
denomination for only 80 years.

We were founded towards the end of the Second Great 
Awakening, a religious movement that swept the US. 
Religion was characterized by great emotion and enthu-
siasm, prompting a focus on social advocacy e�orts. 
People were so excited about their faith that they 
poured great e�ort into making the world as Christ 
intended.

Our beginnings in this era have had a great impact on 
us this past 175 years. �roughout each era, Central has 
been involved in meeting the needs of people who were 
struggling. Some of the most prominent social service 
agencies in our city began out of our church. I’m not 
surprised in the least to hear this about Central. Serving 
others remains a high priority, and I am convinced that 
focus is embedded deeply in our DNA as a congrega-
tion.

I hope that you will be able to join us in November as 
we celebrate these 175 years of ministry and service. On 
November 3, we will observe All Saints’ Day. We will 
name aloud the members of our congregation who have 
entered the Church Triumphant in the past 12 
months. �ere will be solemn moments and an oppor-
tunity for anyone to light candles in honor of someone 
they have loved. (Candles will be provided.) We will 
sing some grand hymns, hear some fabulous organ 
music and choir anthem, and leave the service remind-
ed that we are all part of God’s great communion of 
saints.

November 10 will be our big 175th Anniversary Cele-
bration. Join us for worship at 10 and stay for lunch 
afterwards. �ere will be a brief program on the history 
of Central, with particular emphasis on the impact that 
we have had on our community over the years. We’re 
providing the main course, so bring a side dish to share. 
Be sure to invite any former members/friends of Cen-
tral you may know! Your RSVP would be appreciated 
as we plan set up and main dish.

Our celebration will culminate on November 17, when 
we will share our estimates of giving for 2020. �e 
storied history of this church will still be ringing in our 
ears as we o�er gifts to move us into the future. Gener-
osity is a gift to celebrate joyously, and we will indeed 
be joyous!

By the way, my piece of this celebration project has 
been to ask many of you to share a favorite memory of 
Central. I’ll be showing some of these videos during my 
sermons this month. If you’ve got a favorite memory 
you’d like to share and I haven’t asked you, please 
contact me at Sally@ConnectAtCentral.com.

I hope to see as many of you as possible for this joyful 
month!

Blessings,
Sally

for prayer requests
Please add request to bottom of attendance sheets 

or contact: Cindy Wienstroer at
ckjwinkc@gmail.com.

If you want the prayers emailed to you on Tuesday 
or Wednesday, please send your email address to 

Cindy at ckjwinkc@gmail.com or 
Betty at betty@connectatcentral.com

or tell the church o�ce.
-Cindy, Prayer Team 
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175 Years and Growing
Central has a rich history as the �rst Protestant 
congregation in the Kansas City area. Only six years 
after the city of Kansas City was founded, Central 
provided an outpost of faith in a city that needed 
faith desperately. While many things have changed 
over the past 175 years, that same reality exists. We 
continue to o�er faith, hope, and love in an era 
when these things are in too-short supply. Join us in 
worship as we celebrate our past and our future, 
serving God through this blessed congregation.
November 3: (All Saints Day) 
Ministry �rough �e Ages

November 10: 175th Anniversary

November 17: 175th Anniversary Celebration 

(Estimate of Giving Cards Received)
November 24: �e Power of a �ankful 

Heart/(All-Church �anksgiving)

UPCOMING SERMON SERIES

Flock on in, O members of Central, on November 24, 2018. �is will be the TWENTY-SEVENTH year for the Most 
Fowl Congregation Competition with St. John, and Keystone Methodist Churches, in which we each try to be the 
church that collects the most frozen turkeys and cash for Harvesters. Last year, St. John’s won the coveted Most Fowl 
Congregation Award but Central has gone home to roost many times in the past years. So let’s work to get back the 
trophy!

In our 26 years, the four churches have donated a grand total of 4,638 turkeys + $151,087 to Harvesters. �at is a 
phenomenal gift to a lot of hungry families in Kansas City. �at’s why we are getting all of our feathers ru�ed doing 
this, after all!  We should all be very proud of that, but our work is far from done.  �e timer has not popped up yet!

Don’t forget and �y the coop on 11/24.  Help us celebrate the 27th year in grand style. Let's not end up with egg on 
our face. Let's tar and "feather" them. Let's talk turkey. Don't duck out on us. Start saving up your chicken feed to 
donate to Harvesters on November 24. If you’ll be visiting the next farm over that day, feel free to �y a check in to Betty 
in advance, or put some chicken feed marked for Harvesters in the plate.

Any questions, OR better yet, if you want to volunteer to help make this the most "pecktacular" year ever, call Farmer 
Maggie Holley, 816-582-1393. We will have an iPAD available for electronic donations this year, and check or cash is 
always accepted. $15 counts as one “turkey.”

     
 

 
 

most fowl congregation!

175 Anniversary 
Celebration

Please be sure to join us on Sunday, November 
10 for the celebration of Central’s 175th 
Anniversary! Our worship celebration will 
begin at 10 a.m. in the sanctuary, followed by a 
community potluck at 11 a.m. in Kenwood 
Hall. Central will provide the main dish and 
dessert (cake!), and everyone is invited to bring 
side dishes to share. We’ll have an entertaining 
and enlightening program, as we celebrate 
where Central has been and where we are 
going. Be sure to invite any former members 
you know, so that they can be a part of this 
fantastic celebration!  Please call the church 

o�ce at 816-753-1844 to RSVP.
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MOVING FORWard at 
general conference 2020
If you'd like to learn more about the current status of 
the UMC and some future possibilities, Country Club 
UMC invites you to join with them on �urs, Nov. 7 
from 6:30-8:00 p.m. Rev. Mark Holland, co-founder 
of Mainstream UMC, will o�er a presentation on the 
history of how the UMC has arrived at this point. He 
will review the plans before us and talk about future 
options. �e Traditional Plan is scheduled to take 
e�ect Jan. 1, 2020, and so this conversation is timely 
and relevant. 

Kuomba needs coats for this winter!  As you know, 
refugees arriving from Africa do not come with 
clothing for our Kansas City winters.

Here are approximate numbers and sizes:
Infants and very small children: 3 girls & 3 boys
Children's small: 15 girls and 17 boys
Children's medium: 13 girls and 15 boys
Children's large: 8 girls and 8 boys
Adult small: 10 women and 2 men
Adult medium: 7 women and 8 men
Adult large: 5 women and 3 men
Adult extra large: 3 women and 2 men

It appears like our greatest needs are for children's 
sizes small and medium and adult small and 
medium. We will also add gloves, mittens and hats 
this year.  You can bring any donations to the 
church o�ce or theConnect on Sundays.

�anks for your help!  

coats needed for our 
sister congregation

CEntral
news

If you can volunteer to help for either of these 
upcoming events:

• Central’s 175th Anniversary Celebration on Nov 10
or

• the All-Church �anksgiving Luncheon on Nov 24
Please contact the church o�ce at 816-753-1844 or 

send an email to betty@connectatcentral.com

Help us to welcome Central’s newest sta� member, 
Larri Robinson!  She is our new Co-Director of 
Children’s Ministry for Communication.  She will be 
responsible for organizing children & family events.  
She can be reached at larri@connectatcentral.com.

Central has a new
staff member! help needed

Are you free on Wednesday mornings and interested 
in joining a discussion group?

�e Community of Compassion, moderated by 
retired UMC pastor Kyle Hern, meets in the Acorn 
Room on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month 
from 8:45 to 9:45 a.m. We generally choose books 
on spiritual and current topics for discussion and are 
currently working our way through 21 Lessons for 
the 21st Century by Yuval Noah Harari. Join us!  

community of
compassion
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CECC
news

CECC will host our �rst Family Night of the 2019-20 
school year on Wed., Nov. 13, 2019.  We will start the 
evening in the Connect at 5:30 pm with a Potluck 
dinner, followed by activities from 6:00 – 7:00 pm in 
the classrooms with our CECC teachers. �ese 
activities will support our “Rituals and Traditions” 
goals that we will continue throughout the school year. 
Teachers will be intentional about supporting the same 
learning goals in the classrooms and outside on the 
playground. �is is sure to be a fun time for the families 
to visit with and get to know each other in a relaxed and 
fun atmosphere and to see what happens in all of our 
classrooms.

CECC Fall Family Night 
this month!  

CECC Annual Parade 
to UMKC Law School
On �ursday, October 31st CECC children of all ages 
participated in the annual costume parade to UMKC 
Law School to trick-or-treat with the sta� and students.  
�is family-friendly event is a highlight each year and 
helps to strengthen the relationship between Central 
and UMKC, our closest neighbor.  Each Halloween, 
the Law School sta� decorates their o�ces and children 
follow the clues/signs to wind their way through the 
building.  UMKC even provides police crossing guards 
to stop tra�c while the children and families cross 
52nd and Oak Street to assure safe passage to and from 
the school. 

CECC and Saving Sight 
to Offer Free Vision 
Screenings in December!
CECC has scheduled free auto refractive vision 
screenings for ALL children in CECC.  �is screening 
involves taking a scan of each child’s eyes with the 
results provided to parents the day of the screening.  
�is test can detect the presence of 6 possible eye 
disorders.  �e screening is performed by a trained 
Saving Sight technician and requires NO physical 
contact with the child. Screenings will be held on the 
morning on December 4th and 5th. 
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leadership
and finance

�e Leadership Team met on October 22, with every member 
in attendance. Being at the 130-day mark in Sally’s pastorate, 
the Conference provided materials to do a church assessment. 
We will be using these materials in our planning session on 
Nov. 23. Planning is going well for our 175th Anniversary, 
with 250 invitations sent out. RSVP’s are needed as soon as 
possible. It is time for the pastoral consultation form, and the 
Leadership Team will request that Sally return as our pastor 
for the next appointment year. Financial details are below, but 
we are essentially at the right spot in terms of income and 
expense for this point in the year. Larri Robinson is our new 
Co-Director of Children’s Ministry for Communication, with 
responsibilities for major events. With regards to the building, 
tuckpointing and related repairs will be done soon. �e 
electronic sign out front is being repaired. �e �oor in 
Kenwood Hall is being re�nished.

Our November meeting will be on Tuesday, November 19 at 
6:30 p.m. Our December meeting will be Tuesday, December 
17 at 6:30 p.m. Please note that these two dates are di�erent 
than our normal dates, due to the holidays. All meetings are 
open to anyone. If you have any questions, feel free to contact 
our chair, Brian Petrie, or any member of the Leadership 
Team.

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
october MEETING

Financial Summary               September 2019 YTD  YTD% 
        Over/Under Budget
Income
Member Support                $35,736               $297,998 102%
Pledges and all o�erings
Proceeds from Other Sources $7,644               $170,837 98%
Building use, quarterly distributions, etc.
Expenses
Apportionments                 $10,000               $46,474                73%
District and Conference
All Other Expenses  $52,457               $423,203  99%
Program expense, salaries, utilities, etc.

Net Income    -$19,077             - $793
What we have received vs. what we have spent
�e detailed �nancial statement is posted in the Connect and the 52nd Street Lobby (Narthex), or you may call the o�ce (816-753-1844) to request 

a copy.

leaders 2020
Leadership Team 2020
Class of 2020:
Jayne Boeck
Clark Glass
Barb Warriner
Joyce White
Maryann Williams
Class of 2021:
Rik Belmer
Shari Lawrence, Chair
Gabe Okafor
Class of 2022:
Jessica Bryon
Brandon Cummins
Maggie Holley, Lay Leader/Member of Annual Conference

Cindy Petrie

Committee on Lay Leadership
Class of 2020
Hilary Lemon
Class of 2021

Becky Bruce
Jen Snyder

Class of 2022
Montell Justice

Brian Petrie
Trina Taft
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calendar

11/4: Kathy Hedges-Sell, Tom Holley; 11/5: Britney Costanzo; 11/7: Aria Cutelli Keller; 11/8: Greg Coy; 

11/10: Sandra Carolan, Lois Stock, Lisa Treese; 11/13: Ted Wienstroer; 11/14: George Nicholson, Gordon 

Vojta, Katy Young; 11/15: Je� Belk, Jack Mooney; 11/16: Laura Matson;  11/18: David Lemon;

11/19: Sheldon Vogt; 11/20: Bob Vandergri�; 11/21: Kim Gibbens;11/23: Rob Bruce;11/30: Gary Loar, 

Donna Claire Sanders, Mason Warriner

november birthdays

175th anniversary celebration: November 10th, after worship

all church thanksgiving luncheon: November 24th, after worship

boy scouts: Every Monday at 7pm

centering prayer group : Every Wednesday from 6:45pm-7:45pm

Cfab meeting: November 4th, 5:45pm

CHoir : Every Wednesday at 6:30pm

community of compassion : 2nd & 4th Wednesday of the month from 8:30am-9:30am

KC RAKES: November 16, various locations, contact Rachel at Shepherd’s Center to volunteer  (816-444-1121)

sounding joy bell choir: Every Wednesday at 7:45pm



Rev. Dr. Sally Haynes| Pastor
sally@connectatcentral.com

Betty Tracewell | Business Manager
betty@connectatcentral.com

Donna Brown | Dir. of Early Childhood Center
central_ecc@yahoo.com

Justin McCoy | Director of Music/Organist/Pianist
justin@connectatcentral.com

Mark Costanzo | Worship Coordinator
mark@connectatcentral.com
 

Erin Case | Admin. Asst./Graphics
erin@connectatcentral.com

Britney Costanzo | Children & Families
britney@connectatcentral.com

Larri Robinson | Children & Families
larri@connectatcentral.com

Lisa Wynn | Receptionist

Central United Methodist Staff

5144 Oak Street 
 

Kansas City, MO 64112
  connectatcentral.com

Sunday Worship @ 10:00am
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