
The Core Eschatology Rev 21:1-9 

Our culture seems to be obsessed with heaven. Books like the Left Behind series were top sellers for 

years. Heaven is for Real, the story of Colton Burpo, was about a little boy who is said to have gone to 

heaven while undergoing emergency surgery. It was again a best seller for nearly a year and would 

eventually become a movie. A quick google search will reveal hundreds of book just on the topic of 

heaven.  

Yet, we also spend billions of dollars every year to ward off aging and dying. Just take a look on the 

shelves of Barnes and Noble and you will see and endless stream of books about how to live healthier 

and longer lives. You can read about strange medicines or habits that are meant to extend life. We both 

fear death and long to know what lies beyond it.  

Why do you suppose the American culture is so fascinated with understanding what lies beyond 

death? In other words, why are we fixated on heaven while fearing death?  

[google “Albert King’s Everybody wants to go to heaven but nobody wants to die for fun]  

What are your own worries or fear of death? Is it about how you will be remembered, your legacy, or 

the grief of those you leave behind? 

The term Eschatology is probably not one we talk about much. It simply means the study of the last, or 

end of times. Nearly every religion has an eschatology, or a belief about the end of all things, and most 

are not very detailed.  

Before going any further, what do you know or believe about the end of the world?  

Read Matthew 24:36 and Mark 13:32 

The book of Revelation is often thought to be a book about the end of the world. While there may be 

some merit to that idea, I think there is more to it than that. Ben Whitherington argues that this is a 

book written to 1st century Christians living in Rome to encourage them by artistically describing the 

downfall of the Roman empire. It was written in such a way that if this letter were to ever get caught by 

the Roman authorities, it would be nearly indecipherable and thus not seen as an act of treason.  

Filled with symbolism, the book of Revelation is often marked with mystery and suspicion. However, 

read with a historic lens, each symbol becomes full of meaning. The monsters with numerous faces or 

horns depict the Roman emperors while the beast and dragon could represent the worst emperor of all, 

Nero. In the end of course, God wins and all things bad inevitably loose.  

Read through Revelation 20:1-6 

 This is chapter is the final destruction of evil. The bible doesn’t end here though. Read 

Revelation 21:1-8.  

Feel free to discuss any of the following: 

 What is the new heaven and Earth really? (A new physical earth or a spiritual one?)  

 Why do we need a new heaven?  

 Is this talking about only spiritual things or does it include the physical world as well.  

 What does it mean to be “made new”? 
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Even if the details about the end of the world are not quite clear, there is a theme about the end which 

the Bible speaks to. It doesn’t end with a lake of fire and damnation; it ends with the restoration of all 

things. A new heaven and a new Earth are accompanied by a newness for all things.  

Is this how you thought the bible ended? What does it say about God if the Bible ends with all things 

being made new?  

There is common phrase in Christian theology, that says “yet-not-yet”. The idea behind it is that the 

Kingdom of God, or God’s final purpose for the world, has begun but it is not yet completed. When 

Christ rose from the grave, defeating death, the Kingdom was inaugurated and will be fulfilled in the 

fullness of time.  

So the tree in Gen 1 (from which Adam and eve ate) is bookended by the tree of Revelation 22. 

Therefore, we live between the trees, between the yet and not yet. We live between what has 

happened and what one day will be.  

I wonder then, is our role as Christians as to help bring in the Kingdom of God throughout the course of 

our lives. What is our lives existed to help usher in and complete the work Christ began?  

In what ways do you help invite the Kingdom of God to unfold?  

 Serving those in need and connecting that work to the hope of Christ  

 Practicing Just-in-time-prayers 

 Shepherding other in the Christian life 

 Studying scripture and praying that God’s will be done 

How might your service project help reign in the Kingdom of God?   

 

 


