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This week will not go along with the same scripture passage as used on Sunday morning. 

Instead, we will use a passage we read together in Bible Study this past week.  

First, what would you say are the defining characteristics of a church? If you could boil it all 

down, what are the actions that make a church a church? (Discuss together, write down any 

helpful answers and attempt to help unpack why someone thinks a particular action is 

important to a church).  

 

Read Acts 20:7-12: “7 On the first day of the week, when we met to break bread, Paul was 

holding a discussion with them; since he intended to leave the next day, he continued speaking 

until midnight. 8 There were many lamps in the room upstairs where we were meeting. 9 A 

young man named Eutychus, who was sitting in the window, began to sink off into a deep sleep 

while Paul talked still longer. Overcome by sleep, he fell to the ground three floors below and 

was picked up dead. 10 But Paul went down, and bending over him took him in his arms, and 

said, “Do not be alarmed, for his life is in him.” 11 Then Paul went upstairs, and after he had 

broken bread and eaten, he continued to converse with them until dawn; then he 

left. 12 Meanwhile they had taken the boy away alive and were not a little comforted.” 

 

Aside from this story being slightly funny, I think this story reveals a window into the life of 

early church for us. First, they gathered together every Sunday (The first day of the Jewish 

work-week) and broke bread together. They did this every week, because this ritual of 

gathering and sharing gave the whole community life. Without it, this ragtag band of misfits 

would dissipate and lose contact from one another.  

How important is community in your church to you? How do you connect with people in your 

church outside of the church building? How could you be intentional about doing that?  

 

Secondly, the church spent all night learning form Paul. This was not a simple time of reading 

the bible, saying a prayer, and going home. This was serious and focused disciple-making 

happening with depth. The fact that they set up lamps indicates that they were ready for a long 

night. Further, the death of Eutychus didn’t even stop them!  

How urgent is the message of Jesus Christ for you and your church? Have we grown beyond 

the “shallow” level of faith? Have we plunged in deep into learning how to live out our faith 

in Jesus Christ?  
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As we move into Easter, who will you invite into our gathering of worship? Though I hope no 

one falls out a window, I do like to picture the church gathered together late at night, leaning n 

close, and yearning to grow in faith.   

 

 


